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THE FIFTH IN A SERIES
REOPENING NYS SCHOOLS: VISION AND PLANNING

TOPIC

Opening the Conversation:
Acknowledging the Impact of Racial Inequity in our School Communities

We saw how COVID-19 exposed the inequities that have existed all along for students and families of color. School
closure and the demands and shortcomings of remote learning lit up the deep equity gaps that exist even in ‘normal’
times. In addition, the death of George Floyd and others brought anger and frustration about other forms of systemic
racism to a head. As we focus on the logistics of health and safety protocols as schools reopen, we cannot ignore or
minimize the deep cultural and personal impact of these recent events on our students. Join us on August 6, when we
will explore such questions as:

What blindspots related to race currently exist in our schools and districts that need to be addressed
if we hope to engage and deepen the trust, confidence, and respect of students and families?

What steps can be taken to improve our collective capacity as educators to promote anti-racist environments
at a time when more is being asked of us as school leaders than ever before?

How can we create safe spaces to support students who may need to process the feelings and emotions

they are dealing with? Are we ready to respond to issues that may arise between and among students
related to civil unrest?

How can we get our staffs, who may be highly segregated themselves, to be more open to exploring hard
questions around racism when we don't feel prepared ourselves?

Featuring:
Dr. Anael Alston, Assistant Commissioner for the Office of Access,
Equity and Community Engagement, NYSED, and former SAANYS/NYS NASSP Principal of the Year
Dr. Regina K. Huffman, Coordinator of Science, Sewanhaka CSD,
SAANYS Past President and Chairperson of SAANYS Diversity Committee
Dr. Scott J. Comis, Principal, Brooklyn Avenue School, Valley Stream UFSD #24, Member of SAANYS

Executive Board of Directors and SAANYS Diversity Committee, and former NYPD Police Officer
Dr. Bergre M. Escorbores, Principal, South Middle School, Brentwood UFSD,
Member of SAANYS Board of Directors and SAANYS Diversity Committee
Dr. Cynthia Gallagher, SAANYS Director of Government Relations

Facilitated by Karen Bronson, SAANYS Director of Professional Learning

50-minute panel conversations on current and rapidly evolving topics.

Each panel conversation consists of guest experts and SAANYS members.
The focus is on sharing experiences and providing you with expertise, resources,
and tools you can use now and as our current environment evolves.

FREE to SAANYS members and non-members
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receive it by noon on day of event contact her at sjaronski@saanys.org.

follow the conversation at #SAANYSconnect




